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Advisory Action 

1 . Applicants' amendment and arguments filed on 3/12/10 have been duly considered. 
However, the amendment has not been entered given that it introduces new issues and would 
require further search and/or consideration. 

2. With respect to the new issue, currently amended claim 1 incorporates the Markush group 
from previously presented claim 12 (now cancelled) only in part. Previously presented claim 12 
recited a Markush group for the selection of pseudo-crosslinking agent consisting of 
hexanediamine, ethylenediamine, diethylenetriamine, potassium [szc]alminate, sodium 

[szc] alminate, calcium [sz'c] alminate, pyrocatechol, resorcinol and hydroquinone. In contrast to 
the earlier recited Markush group, the present amendment eliminates pyrocatechol from the 
Markush group. Given that the very basis of the rejection (of claim 12) under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) 
as being unpatentable over Hori and Suzuki et al. in the final rejection relied on pyrocatechol as a 
crosslinking agent as taught by Suzuki et al., elimination of this species from the Markush group 
clearly changes the scope of the presently amended claim 1 from previously presented claim 12. 
Thus, the current amendment presents claims of a scope that was not before the examiner at the 
time of the final office action and hence, the amendment would require further consideration 
and/or search. 



Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satya Sastri at (571) 272 1 1 12. The examiner can be reached on 
Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 7AM-5.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. David Wu can be reached on 571-272-1 1 14. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571)273 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see <http ://pair-direct.uspto.gov> . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Satya B Sastri/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



